RECONSTRUCTION

clamation of December 8, 1863, and his message
to Congress of that date. In April 1864 a con-
vention in Louisiana established a free-state
constitution by 6,836 votes to 1,566 and, as the
affirmative vote was more than 10 per cent, of
the voters in 1860, Lincoln recognised the new
government. But Congressional recognition was
withheld and there was uncertainty about
Louisiana's future right up to the time of Lin-
coln's death. Thereafter the state underwent
reconstruction under a system which Congress
was later to establish.

In Arkansas also, although a constitution
was adopted in March 1864, which Lincoln
recognised, Congress refused to regard it as satis-
factory and denied admission to its Representa-
tives and Senators. Again, in Tennessee, after
much dispute and struggle, a constitution was
adopted which Lincoln recognised in February
1865, and again Congress refused to admit Repre-
sentatives and Senators from the state either in
the Thirty-Eighth Congress (1863-5) or in the
Thirty-Ninth Congress, which assembled in
December 1865, after the death of Lincoln and
when a citizen of the state, Andrew Johnson,
was by then President of the United States.

There is a final comment on the failure of

Lincoln's   plans   for  reconstruction.   Virginia,

whose Vest-pocket* government of Pierpoint had

been recognised, was to have its representation

denied  admittance to  the Thirty-Ninth  and
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